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Ms. Anne Haaker 

EXHIBIT B 

MAR i 5 )r11.J 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Re: High-Speed Rail - Chicago to St. Louis, TIGER ill 
Alton Multimodal Train Station; Madison County 
IDOT Sequence #17308, 17308A 
ISAS Log#12131 

Dear Ms. Haaker: 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Enclosed is the Illinois Department of Transportation (!DOT) Environmental Survey Request 
forms and accompanying plan sheets and photographic documentation for the proposed 
construction of a multimodal train station in the City of Alton. This project is associated with 
improvements to the Chicago to St. Louis High-Speed Rail corridor as well as being the recipient 
of TIGER III Funds. An Environmental Assessment is in development that analyses two locations 
for the multi-model center; Site #1 is on currently undeveloped space in proximity to the existing 
Amtrak station and Site #2 is within a recently re-zoned golf course. 

In consultation with your office and the !DOT Cultural Resources Unit, the existing Alton 
Station, which will not be directly impacted by this project, was evaluated for National Register 
eligibility (see SHPO letter dated August 13, 2012). The FRA concurs with your determination 
that the existing Alton Station is eligible for the National Register for its local significance (see 
SHPO letter dated December 13, 2012). The FRA has also taken into consideration comments 
received from local historical groups (see attached letters). 

Because the construction of the new multirnodal station at Site #2 may cause an indirect adverse 
effect to the existing Alton station stemming from potential abandonment, the !DOT and the City 
of Alton in consultation with FRA and the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) (the station's owner), 
propose to market the existing station for relocation and preservation at a new location, off of 
UPRR property. 

A review of the project area has been completed by IDOT's Cultural Resources Unit. 
Archaeological investigations of two alternative locations for the proposed multimodal station 
(Site# 1 and Site #2) have been completed (see attached reports). A previously recorded early 
nineteenth-century Euro-American homestead (11MS2391) that is potentially eligible to the 
National Register is located in Site #2. However, the City of Alton has developed a plan that 
would preserve site l 1MS2391 in green space (see attached letter dated October 12, 2012), 
resulting in No-Adverse Effect to the potential historic property. Additionally, Site #2 
encompasses much of the former Robert P. Wadlow Golf Course; however, it is the opinion of 
the FRA and IDOT that the fonner golf course is not eligible to the National Register (see 
attached memo dated December 21, 2012). No other cultural resources listed or eligible for listing 
on the National Register were identified within the project area. 
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In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800 Protection of Historic Properties; the FRA has determined 
that the project as proposed will have an Adverse Effect on the Alton Station. Per 36 CPR 
800.6(c), FRA in coordination with IDOT and your office will develop an MOA to minimize or 
mitigate adverse effects to Alton Station.\ 

FRA has further detennined that the former golf course is not eligible to the National Register; 
FRA has also detennined that there will be no-adverse effect to sitel J MS239 l, provided the 
historic covenant remains in effect. 

FRA respectfully requests the concurrence of the State Historic Preservation Officer in our 
determination that the above referenced project will have an Adverse Effect on historic properties 
subject to protection under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended. 

David Valenstein 
Division Chief, Environment and Systems Planning 

cc: Brad Koldehofl: !DOT 

By-~~~ 
Deputy state Historic Preservation Officer 

Date: 3 . I 5" . l ',o 


